B mHE 2w PosT B NEWS, \Wadnaedny, Sopearmber 2, 1998

Books/ community news

‘Schindler’s List’ Holocaust survivor tells his story

Joseph Bau married Rebecca Tannenbaum in Nazi concentration camp

Dear God, Have You Ever
Crome Hungre? By Joseph
Bau {Arcade Publishing
I, 228 pos. First Eng-
lsh-language edition sum-
mer, 1995},
Review by
ZEILIG

here’s a scene in
Dear God, Have
You FEver Gore

Hungry? thal reminds onc
of the balcony scene in
Shakespeare’s Romen and
Julict.
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But it has even greater
prignincy and meaning
than in flw Bard's play. An
artist, an author, and -
el's first animutor, Joscph
Baw, wholives in Tel Aviv,
grew upin Krakow, Poland.
He was a prisober in the
Mazi's Plaszow concenira-
tion camp i Poland, and
later, was one of the Jows
rescued by Oskar Schindler
during the Second World
War. Exhibitions of Bao’s
work have appeared in 15
rael, the Unibed Staies, and
Canada, He was nominated
for the prestigions Tsrael
Prize in 1995,

Dear God, Have You Bver
Cieane fHunpry?, which was
ariginally publizhed in He-
hrew and Polish, has been
superbly rendered into Eng-
lish by part-time Winnipeg
resident Shlomo “Sam™
Yurmon, With style and
even humor, this first-per-
AOn memoir captores (e
cmations and mkany of the
daily details of life during
the Holocawst, and its deep-
seated effect on the author
afterwards.

The title of the book, ac-
twally the fast line of & poem
by Bau, refers o the all-
consuming “great hunger”
which afflicted the vast
majarity of ghetio resients

=

Cowld
Yoal, per-
haps,
take iy
place?
Herreply
wis o
flee in
cmbar-
rass-
ment.”
That
w oa
Baw's
first
meeting
with his
Inture
wife, the
iweeal-
faced
: Rebecea
1 Tanncn-
bhavm,

o

English.

amd concentration camp
PTESONCIE,

M mumberof Joseph Bau®s
graghic an works and po-
erry, all of which recall as-
pects of lis hife during the
vwer, are included in the
bock. A reproduction of his
nwither Trilah Bau's when-
tity card (Kennkira) can
alsorbe found on the ingsde
fromt cover.

One day in the fall of
1943, Baw, who was Juckily
able o work as a draftsman
fior the Mazis, wies standing
ouside, trving temake sone
SR prints,

“Iwas very tenze. | never
desired e sun more than
a thit day. for Twnubd bea
a losg w0 find o way o ex-
plain my failore oo the Mazi
SUpEryisor, 3 known expert
n murder,” he writes,

Atthat fateful moment, &
prety gicl, “whose steiped
uniform didnt diminish her
Atractivencss,” carme ol of
the office and asked “Wha
are you tying o do? B
replicd, *1'm waiting for the
reluctant sun to come oul,

JOSEPHEBAL: Pari-time Winnipegger Sam =~
Yurman has transtated his memoirs into

shine™,
Romeo also compired his
fair Julbet 1o the “sun”.
Tosephami Rebecea were
i in great sccrecy, duoe
very largely o Jusephscun-
ming and bravery, in (he
womens'  barcucks  ar
Maszow on February 14,
1944, The seens was briefly
deamatized in the Steven
Spiclborg movie,
Schindler's List. (Thomas

Kencally's. prize-winning
1982 book of the zame name
FIVES MOSS Pronuinence ko
Joseph and Rebecca than
does the movie.)

Rebecca Bau died on
April 28, 1997 When
Joseph and Rebecea, to
whiom the book i dedicuzed,
cebebrated \heir 50th wed
ding anniversary in 1994,
many in the press and on
lebevision represented them
a5 “the most romantic com-
ple” on Earth, We leamn of
Rebecca's great moral and
physical courage. For ex-
ample, she was the cne who
found a place for her hus-
band o Schindler's lise

According ot book's
only footnote: “Many vears
later, after the releass of the
film Schindler's List, she
Iodd a journalize thit she had
had faith in her own sur-
vival, but she feared for her
husbaned: “My hushand was
more impartant 1 me than T
was, and 1 wasn't afraid,”
That was the first time
Toseph Baw Jeamed how he
came to be spared the ondeal
of the Gross-Rosen concen-
trutiom camp,’

Reberca Baw was sent o
Auschwitz, where, we learn,
she was markesd three times
foor the gas chamber, but

tarn dleath,

InFebruary, 1971 Joseph
and his wife received dnvi
talions from the Awstrian
government to testify in the
trial of the 38 man Grosn,
“who was secused of mur-
dering thousands of concen-
tration camp prisoners, af-
ler subjecting them to the
wvilest tortures.” Bau's own
Father, Abraham, “of blessed
MEMWOry, wits ome of his vie-
tims."”

Earlier in the book, Bay
rezalls the homrer of actu-
illy having witnessed his
father's munder by that tio-
lodicus Nazi,

Afterthe triad, Joseph ook
il and was hospitalized for
amanth in i Vieancss hos
patal, Bao relates that the
ather patients in his toom
had all been 85 men in the
concentration camps or
ather prison compoonds,
“They spoke nostalgicelly
about these “glorious zood
old duays™,” he discloses,
“They praised the great
Fuhrer, and expressed the
belief that all was not Lost,
thedr truth would be restored

‘to rule the world, and

then.,,,”

These unrepentant ald

talked her way out of cere _ Nazis didn’t know Rebecca

Bau was Muent in German.
After felling them who she
and Joseph were, they tricd
tockscure theirexpericnees
wmid explain their comdwet as
just carrying out orders,
“But" as Bau says, “"noth-
ing cold disguize their pol-
luted minds; no perfume
cibl higde the smell of rot
in their sowls,”

Beszides his beloved
Rebecca, Joseph Bay, whi
is now in his late 705, has
also dedicated his book o
the mermory of his mother,
Tzilah Bau, murdered in

" Bergen-Belsen in 1943; his

Tather, Abraham Bau, mur-
dered in the Plaszow con-
centration camp in 1943; hiz
brother Bzin (lgnacy) Baw,
murdered in the Krakow
ghetto in 1943; the six mil-
lican Jews who perished with
them: and Ckskar Schindler,
“without whom this book
wottld never have becn writ-
tent, who died in Frimkfurt
in 19747

Drear God, Have Yop Fver
Gang Hungry? 15 an impor-
Lant, compelling and highly
residable contribition to the
literature of the Holocaust,

The writer i5 a Jewith
Winnipep freelancer,



